
THANK YOU, AMERICA 
 
Toward the end of WWII, when I was a 7 year old boy in the Italian South 
Tyrol, I witnessed two captured American Air Corp officers killed by the 
Nazis the following day. Later on, the GIs of an American command 
stationed in our home shared their food with us, and I tasted my first 
bananas, chocolate milk and fruit cocktail. 
I never forgot those episodes, and, fifty years later, as a sign of gratitude, I 
organized a commemorative ceremony called “Thank you, America”. The 
Memorial Plaque was dedicated to the two officers whose name I was able 
to retrace along with those of three surviving crew members, who 
participated to the event. Over 1,000 Italians attended, and the 37 strong 
“Alpini Band” played American patriotic songs. 
I am pleased to able to publish the video along with “The Congressional 
Record” and newspaper articles that reported the event. 
Larry E, Pisoni 
gi-one@gourmet-italia.com 
www.gourmet-italia.com 
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