THANK YOU, AMERICA

Toward the end of WWII, when | was a 7 year old boy in the Italian South
Tyrol, | witnessed two captured American Air Corp officers killed by the
Nazis the following day. Later on, the Gls of an American command
stationed in our home shared their food with us, and | tasted my first
bananas, chocolate milk and fruit cocktail.

| never forgot those episodes, and, fifty years later, as a sign of gratitude, |
organized a commemorative ceremony called “Thank you, America”. The
Memorial Plaque was dedicated to the two officers whose name | was able
to retrace along with those of three surviving crew members, who
participated to the event. Over 1,000 Italians attended, and the 37 strong
“Alpini Band” played American patriotic songs.

| am pleased to able to publish the video along with “The Congressional

Record” and newspaper articles that reported the event.
Larry E, Pisoni
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B-25 bomber that was shot down on Feb. 27,
1945, while trying to cripple a railroad
through the Adige River valley.

Mr. Pisond was 7 then, and was called
“Enzo’" by family and friends. He was having
lunch in a second-story room when he saw
each member of the crew bail out, and each
parachute open.

Many years later, while examining U.5.
documents, Mr. Fisoni confirmed that the
plane went down at 11:57 a.m., just as he was
eating his meal. From 183, when Allied
bombing began in earnest. until the end of
the war, he never saw another plane de-
stroyed.

Some of the B-25 crew members were taken
prisoner by MNazi soldiers. Others escaped
capture with help from brave, anti-Nazi par-
tisans.

“It was risky. The German law compelled
them to turn them in right away. If they
didn’t, they could have killed them—they
had to keep the people in terror,” Mr. Pisonl
said.

The feared 55 took 2nd Lt. Crutchfield. the
co-pilot, and Flight Officer Brooks into cus-
tody.

The next day, Enzo went to his little
town's square. He doesn't remember why.
Possibly it was the rumor of American pris-
oners that drew him.

He saw the prisoners, led by two Nazis—
one tall, and one small.

The Americans looked healthy and honest,
not at all the monsters described in Nazi
propaganda.

The group walked out of town, south ward
toward Arco, a much larger city. Along the

five surviving crew members to attend, in-
cluding Mr. Reagin, pilot Jay DeBoer of Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., and navigator Robert
Cravey of Thomaston, Ga.

Mr. DeBoer escaped from the Germans
crossing the Swiss border disguised as a
monk, while Mr. Cravey was hidden by an
Italian family.

“It's going to be an emotional thing,” said
Mr. Reagin, a retired Air Force master ser-
geant. “Not only going back with the guys,
but going to that spot.™

Mr. Pisoni, owner of Gourmet Italia, a
pasta-importing firm, said he didn't start the
monument effort to reconstruct what hap-
pened. “‘I like to consider this a symbol of
what the United States has done for Europe.
The U5 is the only country in the world
that has helped its former enemies.”

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 227—THE
INTERSTATE WASTE ACT OF 1995

HON. HAROLD ROGERS
OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 27, 1995

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, the American
people said loudly and clearly that they want
Washington bureaucrats out of their hair. This
is especially true in the hardworking, patriotic
areas of eastemn Kentucky. Well, | agree with
these ciiizens, and that is why | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 227, the Interstate

subcommittee and he is confident that we can
bring it before the full House for floor consider-
ation.

Mr. Speaker, this is a critical issue that we
must deal with and | am committed to seeing
that H.R. 227 is acted on this year.

We need jobs, clean water, and good roads
in Kentucky—not tons of trash from Florida.

PREVENTION OF PROGRESSION TO
END-STAGE RENAL DISEASE

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

DF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 27, 1995

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | would like to ad-
dress this issue of kidney disease and its pro-
gression to end-stage renal disease [ESRD]
The Social Securty Act section 1881 has es-
tablished the ESRD Program as part of Medi-
care in order to provide freatment for patients
with renal failure. Cumrently there are about
200,000 beneficiaries of the ESRD Program.
The average ESRD patient is now costing the
health care system—primarily Medicare—an
estimated $51,000 per year, or $4,250 per
month. The number of patients entering the
ESRD Program is increasing, and these pa-
tients are sicker than in the past. Obviously,
delaying the onset of kidney failure could
greatly improve a patient’s quality of life and
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